[l Conference

massachusetts environmental

education society

March 3, 2010
College of the Holy Cross
Worcester, MA

Bringing
Environmental
Education
Home



Bringing Environmental Education Home

Massachusetts Environmental

Education Society
2010 Conference

Wednesday, March 3, 2010
College of the Holy Cross
Hogan Campus Center

Worcester, MA

Conference
Schedule

8:15—9:00 am
Registration and
Coffee

Exhibits

9:00—10:15 am
Session A
Session AB
Exhibits

10:30—11:45 am
Session B
Session AB
Exhibits

12:00—12:45 pm
Lunch
Annual Meeting

12:45—1:15 pm
Exhibit Session

1:15—2:30 pm
Session C
Exhibits

2:45—4:00 pm
Session D
Exhibits

Greetings fellow educators and
administrators:

We invite you to join us for our annual
conference in Worcester, Massachusetts.
The theme for 2010, Bringing Environmental
Education Home, encompasses all of the key
concepts that we aim to impart on our stu-
dents. Through this theme, we hope to get
back to the roots of our goals as educators.

For example, workshop topics include:

School Yard or Back Yard: Art and Nature
Rock Together

Turning Your Bedroom Green

Our Unique Community: Methods of Story
Creation for Teaching Natural Science Topics

Sustain-Able

Join your fellow educators of all types for a
day of working out answers to some difficult
environmental problems. Meet and learn
from others in our field rebuilding the
excitement and commitment that we all
treasure in regards to our students and our
subject: Bringing Environmental Education
Home.

Board of Directors,
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SESSION A 9:00 — 10:15 AM

Al: Reducing Fears Of The Outdoors- Meeting People
Where They Are

Pam Hess

Today’s youth are not getting out to explore and
experience the outdoors. AMC has developed online and
in person programs to help reduce the barriers families
and school groups have expressed to getting outside.
Come see the online curriculum, here about how it is
being used and discuss it may benefit your program or
school.

A2: Bringing Climate Change Home To Your Schoolyard

Pamela Snow

West Springfield Middle School teacher Jessica Greene
will share her experiences with "bringing Climate Change

Home" for her students in their schoolyard. She will share

the ways she integrates the Harvard Forest "Buds,
Leaves, and Global Warming" science protocol into her
middle school curricula, including hosting a scientific
poster session.

A3: The Bioregional Quiz - What Do We Know About Our
Home?

Coleen O’Connell

Come take the bioregional quiz and learn how you can
use this as an inquiry tool with students of any age to
learn about the place they live.. Examples of how the tool
has been adapted to different places and ages and how
it has informed teachers about the homeplace of where
they are teaching.

A4: Clean Green...Make It, Take It With Greenschools
Robin Organ

Particpants will explore issues pertaining to Indoor
Air Quality and human health. Participants will also
identify strategies to create healthier indoor

environments and make their own non-toxic, Green

Cleaning Home Kit.

A5: Connecting Preschoolers With Science In Nature
Martha Gach, Lisa Carlin

This workshop takes participants through some activities
designed to connect preschoolers and their families to

the out-of-doors while modeling scientific principles/ways
of knowing. Prepare to get down-and-dirty, play a game or

two and use your singing voice, prior to reflecting and
sharing your own experiences with science and pre-K.

A6: Climate Science And Ocean Change
Jayshree Oberoi, Nicole Scola

Changing climates are affecting oceans in variety of
ways like the sea level rise, ocean acidification,
melting ice caps etc. This hands on workshop will
demonstrate simple classroom activities for your
students and highlight resources and programs
offered for teachers related to climate change.

A7: Environmental Education Advocacy and You
Brock Adler

Environmental education competes with other subjects
for the attention of students and those who allocate
resources to the fields - from teachers to
administrators. Like other areas, the EE community
must advocate for itself. This session will present the
current issues for EE advocacy and help the
participants be more effective in their own advocacy.

A8: Energy Concepts In The Home
Karyn Banas

Participants will discuss students' knowledge of
environmental awareness and how we can help
students develop a greater awareness of
environmental issues beginning at home.
Participants will receive a pack of energy cards
which they can utilize in their classrooms with
their students to increase student awareness of
energy concepts.

A9: Storytelling In Science, Nature And
Environmental Education

Diane Edgecomb

Through all cultures and in every age, storytelling
has been used as a means of transmitting values
and ethics to the young. This workshop will give
educators many stories and storytelling exercises
they can use to reconnect children with the feelings
behind the facts that can lead to an earth-ethic.




SESSION B 10:30 — 11:45 AM

B1: Dirt Lab
Michele Decoteau

In the Dirt Lab, we will compare and contrast dirt
samples, explore different kinds of dirt, make
predictions about mud, find out what is in dirt, and
record our observations. Bring a dirt sample from your
yard. Originally part of a Messy Fingers science program
for preschoolers.

B2: Do Spiders Fart And Other Ponderings From The
Schoolyard

Katherine Clunis

Do spiders fart? What do the footprints of a robin look
like? Do ants climb trees? These questions were all
inspired by our study of our schoolyard. 5, 6, and 7
year olds at the Mission Hill School in Roxbury,
Massachusetts were focused on "What do the animals
in our schoolyard need to thrive?" Come hear about
why no school should be without an outdoor classroom,
how inquiry isn't just for science, and learning how to
let children lead an investigation will take your thinking
deeper.

B3: Digital Ecology
Colleen Kelley

Who would have thought technology and nature
could fit so well together! After giving each 6-9 year
old in my classroom a digital camera | have become
convinced that photography is an effective tool for
enriching and enhancing childrens' learning. The
photography made abstract concepts more concrete
and encouraged students to become more reflective
scientists. In this workshop | will share curriculum
developed for the digital ecology
program and samples games,
activities and samples from the
children's nature art gallery.

B4: Exploring Environmental Issues In The Places
We Live
Tim Rayworth

Project Learning Tree’s *Places We Live* module
provides educators with a useful tool for creating a
bond between young people and their communities.
After experimenting with community character, sense
of place, and mapping communities through time,
participants will receive a copy of the *Places We
Live* activity guide.

B5: Math in the Field
Kate Bennett, Mary Marro

Kate Bennett, fifth grade math and science teacher
and Mary Marro, Environmental Education Director
from the Nashua River Watershed Association will
present hands on ecology based math lessons. These
standards based lessons can be done in the
schoolyard, a small edge of trees, or the school nature
trail. Learn how to do plot studies for plant and insect
diversity, graph temperatures and snow depths.

B6: Exploring The Environmental Literacy Plan
Jennifer Gresham

Massachusetts is in the process of creating an
Environmental Literacy Plan in order to be in
compliance with the No Child Left Inside Act. Come to
this workshop to find out where we are and give
input!

B7: Blogging and Tweeting Environmental Ed: Bringing
Technology Into The Classroom To Get Students Out

Minda Berbeco

Blogging about beetles? Tweeting about birds?
Students are enveloped in technology that is getting
more accessible and integrated into their worlds each
day. We are going to address the different types of
technology available and creative ways for teachers
to use them to get students out of classroom. We will
also go through the many different technologies and
community connectors available through the MEES
website to our members.

B8: Making Connections: Massachusetts Recent
Immigrant Communities And Environmental
Organizations

Joan Muller

Are you reaching out to recent immigrant communities
with your environmental education programming?
Would you like to? Are you an immigrant yourself? This
session will open with a brief presentation about
Waquoit Bay Reserve's experiences conducting a
cultural needs assessment and beginning to engage
this audience with an Environmental Leadership
Training Course. Participants are invited to join the
discussion by talking about your own experiences (feel
free to bring a flashdrive with 5 slides to show about
your program). Bring your ideas and questions.

B9: Get ‘Em While They're Young

Gail Janeczek

Is your organization looking to develop nature
programming for the very young (2 and 3-year-olds)? By
partnering with an early intervention provider in your
area, you can create a win-win-win situation for all
parties. The presenter will use the Buttonwood Park
Zoo's very popular Bear Cub Club as a case study for
the creation and implementation of an intergrated

playgroup.

B10: Frogwatch
Jason Theuman

Individuals, families, and school groups can all
participate in this program by recording information
about the calls of frogs and toads they hear.




SESSION AB 9:00 6 11:45 AM

AB1: Our Unique Community: Methods Of Story AB3: School Yard Or Back Yard: Art And Nature Rock
Creation For Teaching Natural Science Topics Together

Jessica Kagle Mary Richmond

We will learn and practice several story creation This workshop is for educators and

methods used successfully by Kestrel Educational parents looking for new ways to work

Adventures with elementary and middle school with kids anywhere, any time and in

students. Activities draw on student's imaginations lots of ways, integrating science,

and inner stories of their homes and communities nature and the arts.

to approach science concepts such as migration,
classification, interconnections, and ecosystem

components.

AB2: Nature Camp For Classroom Teachers AB4: Learning By Design In Massachusetts

Kris Scopinich, Tia Pinney Erika Zekos

In this workshop participants will explore best This workshop will look at sustainability through
practices for engaging and motivating students to the “lens” of architecture, considering the
practice inquiry-based field investigations in their interconnectivity between buildings, nature,
schoolyard and/or neighborhood. Participants will energy resources and people. Participate in hands
examine teaching and learning strategies for -on design activities that help students explore
developing habitat explorations that engage connections between energy-efficient buildings
students and teachers in an integrated approach [e.g. green homes and schools] and their natural
to environmental science. environments; take home resource lists and

sample activities.

LUNCH  12:00 6 12:45PM

Lunch Agenda

Enjoy a delectable lunch prepared by the College of the Holy Cross, while
mingling with old friends and making new ones.

MEES will hold its annual meeting with anticipated raffles from various EE
organizations and companies.

EXHIBIT SESSION 12:45 6 1:15 PM

Take time to browse through the many exhibit tables of products and programs that
supplement, promote, and support environmental education.

For information on PDP Offerings for our 2010 Conference
Please visit www.massmees.org.

Cancellations and Refunds:

If the conference is cancelled for any reason, we will be unable to
provide refunds. Cancellation information will be announced on
radio stations and the website — www.massmees.org

Directions to the Hogan Campus Center at the College of the Holy
Cross are available at

www.holycross.edu/directions/hogan.html



http://www.massmees.org/
http://www.massmees.org/
http://www.holycross.edu/directions/hogan.html

SESSION C 1:15 — 2:30 PM

C1: Nature In Your Backyard, Schoolyard, And Beyond!
Corrine Steever, Nancy Romanik
Learn how to think outside your classroom walls by

discovering the wildlife around you. Participate in hands

-on, inquiry-based lessons while also learning about
what local institutions like Zoo New

England have to offer.
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C2: Connecting Your School To The Coast
Pat Harcourt

Connect your students with their local watersheds and
coastal systems through field studies and
environmental stewardship projects! Session will
include activities from “Teachers on the Estuary,” a
grant funded course that introduces estuary science

and lessons about how water connects us to the coast.

We'll also deploy and download dataloggers.

C3: Bringing Home The Reality Of Climate Change:
Teaching Middle School Students About The Polar
Regions

Heather Yacek

As educators we play an important role in sharing
current and pressing information with our students.
This workshop will provide current information on
global climate change and a two week unit for
teachers to use in the classroom. The unit will focus
on the changes to the environment taking place in
polar regions as well as more general information on
global climate change.

C4: Ecology: Connecting Students To Home
Meg Edstrom

Come experience SELU (Science and Ecology: Live and -

Unplugged!), a sequential environmental literacy
program that utilizes three familiar arenas for
instruction: the school setting, a residential center
setting, and hands-on field ecology in diverse
ecosystems. Discover how cumulative place-based
learning opportunities provide an opportunity for
understanding the homes around us.

C5: Answering Kids Questions On Climate Change
Minda Berbeco, Julie Vallimont

How does global climate change happen? How will it
influence our local communities? How do you find
good resources on climate change for your students
to turn to? Sit down with two scientists to get your
(and your student’s) questions answered about
climate change. This will be an interactive,
discussion-based group intended to address the
types of questions educators run into and how to
answer them in an age appropriate manner.

C6: Connecting Nature Inside Out
Karen Kurkoski, Melissa Kurkoski

When limited by lack of adequate outdoor space, time
restrictions, or weather conditions, bring the outside
world into your classroom or meeting place with
activities that simulate outdoor experiences. “Teacher-
tested and student approved,” these activities foster
young children’s (ages 3-7) natural curiosity, encourage
them to make connections to nature, and enrich
outdoor exploration. Includes hand-outs and a CD of
printables.

C7: Appreciating Trees: ALB And Opportunities To
Learn

Rebecca Smith

The recent discovery of an Asian longhorned
beetle (ALB) infestation centered in Worcester,
MA prompted the traumatic removal of over 25
thousand trees (and counting). This workshop will
explore the environmental issues and educational
opportunities that have arisen from the
eradication program and community replanting
efforts, such as the Worcester Tree Initiative.

C8: Bringing Inquiry-based Investigations Home: The
MITS Model

Jane Heinze-Fry, Amy Hoffmaster

Learn about how the Museum Institute for Teaching
Science (MITS) promotes hands-on, minds-on inquiry-
based K-12 science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM) education. Participate in investigations
developed for the 2009 Summer Institute, learn about
the MITS inquiry model and take home water and
energy resources connected to the Massachusetts
Framework.
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C9: Educating For Sustainability In A Public
School

Betsey Willis

This workshop shows examples of how to
integrate sustainability into curriculum. This is done
through methodology, integration with curriculum, and
special projects. These were completed at two
Massachusetts public schools with middle school
students, but can be adapted to any level.

C10: Environmental Education Curriculum & Activity
Guides: An Intro To Projects WET, WILD, PLT, And
WOWI!

Amy Wilmot

These guides offer educators hundreds of hands-on,
interdisciplinary activities to assist students in
investigating the world around them and encourage
them to make informed, responsible decisions. We'll
explore each guide and complete one or two sample
activities from each guide in this fun, interactive
session. Participants will receive hand-outs out-lining
sample activities.



SESSION D 2:45 — 4:.00 PM

D1: Turning Your Bedroom Green
Denise LeBlanc

Discover an innovative approach to energy
conservation - from energy audits to rearranging the
furniture! Dream Green: A Kid’s Guide to an Energy-
Efficient Bedroom, developed by author Steve Caney
and The Discovery Museums uses discovery activities,
building projects, and invention challenges to promote
an understanding of green design and energy
conservation.

D2: Creative Cartography: Bringing EE Home with Map
Making

Alexander Dunn

In this workshop we will examine how maps have been
used by artists, scientists, and educators to examine
and interpret the world in which we live. We will view
examples, create maps, and inspire the use of map
making in your classroom or program.

D3: Sustain-Able

Arianna Grindrod

Join in a playful and engaging journey on personal and
professional sustainability using renewable energy and
energy conservation as the framework for discussion.
Assess your personal and professional habits and
physical spaces from a whole-systems thinking
approach. Be the change you seek in the world.

D4: Geowalking: Getting to Know the Earth and its
History in Your Town

Steve Winters

Geowalking offers a unique way to deepen public
understanding of geology—an often-overlooked aspect
of place-based natural history. Following a few basic
principles, naturalists can design easy walks that give
people three-dimensional, “up close and personal”
introductions to the geological wonders surrounding
them.

D5: Celebrating Spirit of Place with Words, Pictures,
Music

Tammis Coffin

Enjoy samplers of recent productions designed to
engage audiences with literary, artistic, historic and
ecological dimensions of place. Bring home some fun
ideas for harnessing the talents of community writers,
musicians and artists to celebrate the spirit of place.

D6: Below the Surface

Kelly Stettner

Winter may still be upon us, but there's critters in that
there river! Roll up your sleeves and grab a scoop,

because you're going on a Bug Hunt. Learn what lives
in the water and how bugs tell us about water quality.

D7: Learning Locally: A Case Study in
Building Bridges to Successful Place-
Based Education

Kris Scopinich, Brian Cutler & Sarah Farrow

We all want to get kids outside to learn more about
their local habitats and communities. But, how do you
make that happen and build the supports that make it
sustainable? Once the youth are outside, how do you
keep them engaged in learning environmental science
and committed to becoming stewards of their local
habitats? Come join us for a lively discussion about
how to create place-based partnerships that support
long-term environmental education in your community.



MEES 2010 CONFERENCE MATRIX

SESSION A: 9:00—10:15 AM SESSION B: 10:30—11:45 AM
Al Reducing Fears of the Outdoors B1 Dirt Lab
A2 Bringing Climate Change Home B2 Do Spiders Fart
A3 The Bioregional Quiz B3 Digijtal Ecology
A4 Clean Green B4 Exploring Environmental Issues
A5 Connecting Preschoolers B5 Math in the Field
A6 Climate Science and Ocean Change B6 Exploring the ELP
A7 Environmental Education Advocacy B7 Blogging & Tweeting Environmental Education
A8 Energy Concepts in the Home B8 Making Connections
A9 Storytelling in Science B9 Get 'Em While They’re Young

B10 Frogwatch

SESSION AB (DOUBLE MORNING SESSION): 9:00—11:45 AM

AB1 Our Unique Community AB3 Schoolyard or Backyard
AB2 Nature Camp AB4 Learning By Design
SESSION C: 1:15—2:30 PM SESSION D: 2:45—4:00 PM
C1 Nature in Your Backyard D1 Turning Your Bedroom Green
C2 Connecting Your School to the Coast D2 Creative Cartography
C3 Bring Home the Reality of Climate Change D3 Sustain-Able
C4 Ecology: Connecting Students D4 Geowalking
C5 Answering Kids Questions D5 Celebrating Spirit of Place
C6 Connecting Nature Inside Qut D6 Below the Surface
C7 Appreciating Trees D7 Learning Locally

C8 Bringing Inquiry-based Investigations Home
Registration begins at 8:15 am; tables are located

C9 Educating for Sustainability on the Third floor as you enter the Hogan
Campus Center. Lunch begins at noon in the
C10 Environmental Education Curriculum Ballroom on the same floor.




ey

massachusetts environmental education society
290 Turnpike Road, Box 105, Westborough, MA 01581

Bringing Environmental
Education Home

Massachusetts Environmental Education Society
2010 Conference
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If you are unable to attend, please pass this brochure along to others!
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Bringing Environmental Education Home

Conference Registration Form
March 3, 2010
College of the Holy Cross, Hogan Campus Center, Worcester, MA
Only e-mail confirmations will be sent. No walk-ins. No refunds.
REGISTER ON-LINE AT www.massmees.org

Last name First name

Preferred mailing address

City. State Zip

Phone E-mail

Organization

Role in Environmental Education

Please check the boxes that apply:
D | DO NOT want the above information to appear on the participant list included in the registration packet.
D | DO NOT want the above information listed in a member directory.

D | DO NOT want my name given to MEES member organizations for any mailings.

Workshop Choices: Please choose A and B or AB, then C and D

1st Choice 2nd Choice 1st Choice 2nd Choice
QUESTIONS??
A C
Email Amy Wilmot at
awilmot@massmees.org
B D
Double
Session AB

Please check the appropriate box below.

H Registration fee - includes conference, lunch, and annual MEES membership: $75.00 by 01/15/10
Note: Fee Paid is date dependent. Register early and save $10.00. $85.00 by 02/05/10
OR

D Lead Presenter - Workshop Title:
includes annual membership, conference and lunch on us! FREE
All other presenters for this workshop must pay registration fee!

OR
D Student - includes conference, lunch and student rate for MEES membership: $55.00

Registration Fee Enclosed:

EXHIBITORS: To register as an exhibitor, please contact Corrine Steever at csteever@massmees.org
SCHOLARSHIPS: Assistance is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Please contact Amy Wilmot at awilmot@massmees.org

REGISTER ON-LINE AT WWW.MASSMEES.ORG
or send registration form and check (payable to MEES) to: Amy Wilmot, 20 Crooked Lane, Lakeville, MA 02347

February 5, 20101

ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY:
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